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R. Allen Brown, The Normans and the Norman Conquest, Boydell Press,

1985.
In this updated edition of R. Allen Brown's 1969 monograph with the
same title, he reminds us that Duke William of Normandy's conquest of
England in 1066-1070 was a pivotal point in the historical transformation
of Western Europe and Latin Christendom and a critical point of juncture
in launching the modern English nation-state. In fact, the writer points out,
the defeat of England's "somewhat effete Wessex dynasty" (177) in 1066
belongs historically with the Normans' similarly dramatic and equally momentous advances elsewhere in Europe at the expense of Byzantine princes and
Islamic rulers. Brown takes advantage of much new scholarship to explain
the Normans' startling achievements. Perhaps most notably, he cites
John LePatourel's findings on Norman feudalism and socfo-political institutions to account for Norman military triumphs and to explain how these
warrior-statesmen then effected social revolutions within conquered lands
by imposing their own cultural values of socio-political unity, administrative
tidiness, intellectual rigor, and Christian evangelism.
Brown also plausibly depicts Anglo-Scandinavian England as ripe for
Norman plucking. He believes that cultural circumstances largely explain
Anglo-Scandinavian weaknesses as contrasted to Norman superiority. In this
volume, therefore, Brown traces Anglo-Scandinavian denouement to specific
conditions within England. On the one hand, Anglo-Scandinavian culture
was intellectually benign, little influenced by monastic revivalism of the tenth
century. In any event, it supplied no compensation for the society's other
shortcomings. Furthermore, England's Teutonic and Scandinavian cultural
heritage fostered obsolescence in the Anglo-Scandinavian nation-state; and
English faith in Teutonic traditions produced endemic weaknessess in
English military organizations and blinded Anglo-Scandinavians to such
superior military technologies as the Normans' dependence on corps of
mounted knights. However, even more fundamental a shortcoming of
Anglo-Scandinavians, in the author's eyes, was the spurning of the new
social order of feudalism . And without the "centralising discipline" of
feudalism on which Normans capitalized, Anglo-Scandinavians were
outclassed on battlefields and unable to deter Normans from imposing their
cultural pieties, social prescriptions, and socio-political institutions on
England in post-Conquest times.
Finally, in what probably comprises the most historiographically distinctive of his chapters, Brown analyzes the post-Conquest social revolution that
the Normans waged in their thorough transplantation of feudalism to
England. The Normans were so methodical that scarcely any socio-cultural
dimension of English society remained untouched. Hence, the writer concludes, England was transformed culturally into a Norman land, and the
country was put on the road toward modern nationhood. Only in the
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same "foolish quarters" (227) that Thomas Carlyle once deplored are
the consequences of this fundamental social revolution in England still
discounted.
The historiographical strengths of this volume alone make its reissuance
welcome, but its methodological strengths also commend it. For instance,
this edition of the book is so handsomely documented that it is a first-rate
primer to recent monographic literature and primary source materials.
Hugh T. Lovin
Boise State University

P. R. Cross and S. D. Lloyd, eds., Thirteenth Century England I: Proceedings of
the Newcastle upon Tyne Conference 1985, Boydell Press, [1986].
As its title suggests, the 16 articles which comprise this book were
presented at the first Conference on Thirteenth-Century England held at
Newcastle upon Tyne in September 1985. Since there was no more specific
theme for the conference, the resulting papers are equally diverse and cover
a fascinating variety of topics. In the brief space allotted here there is no
way to do justice to each article, but it is possible to fndicate the scope of
the topics contained in the book.
The majority of the articles relate to royal rule, and the Barons' Revolt
becomes the focal point of several of them, e.g., "Edward I and the Lessons
of Baronial Reform: Local Government, 1258-1260" by J. R. Maddicott,
"Provision for the Families of the Montfortians Disinherited after the Battle
of Evesham" by Clive H. Knowles, and "Ireland and the Barons' Wars" by
Robin Frame. Henry III is also represented in "Henry III and the End of the
Norman Earldom of Chester" by Richard Eales and "The Gold Treasure of
Henry III" by D. A Carpenter.
Several articles discuss English towns, e.g. "Rulers of Thirteenth Century
Towns: the Cases of York and Newcastle upon Tyne" by Edward Miller and
"The Place of Carlisle in the Commerce of Northern England in the
Thirteenth Century" by Henry Summerson.
In "Some English Evidence of Attitudes to Crusading in the Thirteenth
Century," Christopher Tyerman discovers that almost the only place that
inspired any zeal for crusading was the Holy Land, not any of the other
papal crusading destinations.
Two other articles attempt to provide a social context for manuscripts.
In "The Social Context of Vernacular Writing in Thirteenth Century England:
the Evidence of the Manuscripts," John Frankis concludes that the surviving
vernacular writing in both French and English is mediated to the clergy and
laity by other clergy, since this was the literate segment of the population.

